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Health Department News

Welcome to the first edition of the Jackson County Health Department News. While COVID-19 has
certainly put a lot of focus on public health in the last couple of years we are excited that we have
returned to in person services and all programs are active and serving our community. Our goal of
this publication is to provide information about the services we offer and to maintain and continue
to grow the community connections built during the pandemic response.
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Back to School

HOT TOPICS

Each school year, health department programs work to ensure children are healthy and
able to perform at their best. The Immunization Clinic has additional hours during
September. For hours see our webpage. For more information or to schedule an
appointment call (517) 788-4468.
Hearing and Vision staff go out to school districts across the county to provide hearing
and vision screenings. During the 2021-22 school year 6,385 children had their hearing
checked. Students in preschool, kindergarten, 2nd grade, and 4th grade are all screened.
Vision screenings were completed for 8,543 children. Vision screenings are done for
preschool, 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, and 9th grade. Parents are notified of the results of the tests
and can follow up with an audiologist or optometrist if needed. Screenings are also
available for any resident at the health department. To schedule an appointment call
(517) 867-0077.

E.coli Contamination

COVID-19

As of mid-August 43 cases of E.coli
had been confirmed in Michigan
including cases in Jackson County.
Cases have been identified in
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, and
Pennsylvania. While the source has not
been confirmed, interviewing those
affected, shows many ate romaine
lettuce on sandwiches at Wendy's
restaurants. If a source can be
identified a recall will be issued.
E.coli infections can cause severe
illness. Symptoms to looks for include:
severe stomach cramps
diarrhea (often bloody)
vomiting.
Symptoms usually start 3-4 days after
ingesting the bacteria. The latest
information about the outbreak is
available at the CDC.

The first case of COVID-19 was detected in
Jackson County in March of 2020. At that
time we didn't realize the impact the virus
would have on our health, economy, and
society. The unfortunate reality is that the
virus is not going away, but we continue to
work at learning how to minimize the risk of
severe illness. One aspect of that is vaccines.
The recently approved Novovax vaccine,
which is a more traditional protein style
vaccine, is now available at the health
department. We expect vaccines tailored to
increase immunity to newer variants to be
available soon. On the CDC webpage there is
a helpful chart that can answer the questions
of who is eligible for what vaccine and at what
intervals. All COVID-19 vaccines are available
at the health department during clinic hours.
Call (517) 788-4468 with questions or to
schedule an appointment.

Monkeypox Vaccine
The JYNNEOS vaccine for Monkeypox is available at the health department. The supply
is limited but eligibility criteria was recently expanded. Those who qualify include those
with a known exposure, or are considered high risk for exposure. Michigan's vaccination
strategy gives a full list of who may be able to receive a vaccine.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Maternal Infant Health Program (MIHP)

The Maternal Infant Health Program (MIHP) is a free, Medicaid covered program that
provides education and support to those who are pregnant or infants under 12 months
old. A goal of the program is to promote healthy birth outcomes. This voluntary support
program allows enrollment at any time during pregnancy and includes up to 9 visits with
MIHP staff.
Infants can be enrolled any time before their first birthday. Up to 36 visits are covered
with MIHP skilled staff. Infant growth and development are monitored through weight
checks and regular developmental screens. Staff also assist families with connecting to
community resources, such as, transportation, housing, food, mental health services, or
baby items.
During the 2021 calendar year, 1,346 visits were provided to the Jackson community. If
you, or someone you know, is interested in learning more or possibly enrolling in MIHP,
please call (517) 768-2114 for more information.

2022 Get REAL Summer Program

The 2022 Get REAL Summer Program opened at full capacity
serving Jackson’s youth ages 10-15 years old, with an average
daily attendance of 53 students. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
graciously hosted the program three days a week from Jun 21 –
Jul 28. Participants also enjoyed a half-day retreat at Camp
Faholo and a Family Celebration Dinner at St. Paul's Church. Get
REAL’s youth empowerment activities allowed students to gain
new skills in goal setting and decision making, building healthy
friendships/relationships, recognizing and managing unhealthy
relationships, as well as setting and maintaining healthy
boundaries. The program’s Community Service Learning (CSL)
component kicked off this summer with a student-run car wash,
which was a huge success raising over $500 for charity.
Additionally, Get REAL participants served the Jackson
community each Wednesday, rotating through CSL sites
including the Dahlem Center, Vista Grande Villa's
Intergenerational Garden, the Jackson County Animal Shelter,
Together We Can Make a Difference House, Partial to Girls, and
the Jackson County Fairgrounds. As always, there was no end to
the fun Get REAL students experienced during this year’s field
trips. They traveled to a variety of communities enjoying
Funtyme Adventure Land in Lansing, the Ann Arbor Hands-on
Museum, Rolling Hills Water Park in Ypsilanti, the Detroit Zoo,
and Lake Michigan at Silver Beach. Though this year’s program
has drawn to a close, the EYT Health Educators are already busy
making plans to ensure Get REAL 2023 is even better.
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AWARENESS TOPICS

National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week: Oct. 23-29, 2022
Lead Poisoning is a threat to young children who are growing and
developing at a rapid rate. Exposure to even small amounts of lead can
lead to problems with hearing and vision, speech problems, behavior
issues and learning delays later on.
The Jackson County Health Department works closely with physicians,
clinics, and Women, Infants and Children’s Supplemental Food Program and parents to
encourage testing and follow-up with children who have elevated blood lead levels through
nurse case management. Education and outreach provided to the community encourages
parents to have their children tested if they are between the ages of 1 and 6 and are at risk
of lead exposure. The Centers for Disease Control and Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services have identified specific recommendations for parents and doctors based
on the child’s blood lead level of reference.
It should be noted that no level of lead is safe. Medicaid policy requires all children
receiving Medicaid benefits to have a blood lead test at 12 and 24 months of age or at least
once between the ages of 36 and 72 months if not previously tested. Taking action when a
child is young is important for healthy development.
Contacts:
Children’s Special Health Care Services - Nurse Case Management (517) 788-4422
Lead Education and Outreach (517) 768-2131

Food Safety Education Month

September is Food Safety Education Month. It is a great time
to freshen up on food safety. There are 4 steps to prevent food
poisoning:
1. Clean your hands, utensils, and surfaces as you cook
2. Separate raw meat and eggs from cooked food and fresh
produce
3. Cook foods to temperatures that kills germs
4. Chill perishable foods
See https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/education-month.html for
more details.

September is National Preparedness Month
Each September, National Preparedness Month raises awareness about the
importance of preparing for disasters and emergencies. Knowing the hazards in your
area and thinking through the actions you would need to take to keep you and your
family safe is important. Having a plan and kit ready increases the odds that you will
have what you need when disaster strikes and be able to maintain your independence
during what can be a stressful and chaotic time. FEMA’s “We Prepare Everyday”
video reminds us that everyone, regardless of age, ability, or circumstances
can take steps to be ready. See National Preparedness
Month at Ready.gov for tools and resources to start preparing.
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JCHD in the Community

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

JCHD Health Resource Advocates have visited 8 elementary schools and talked to over
1,000 children about proper handwashing techniques.

The LHIT (living healthy internally today) program was a summer program partnered with I
AM fitness station to design fun activities based around health and wellness, hands-on
nutritional activities, and physical activities to help keep kids active, healthy, and able to
fight COVID-19.

Project Fresh
During the 3 days of the Project Fresh Event, 325 coupon booklets for fresh produce from
local farmers were distributed to WIC clients. We had many other resources on site that
were able to connect with our clients as well as Curtis Farm where clients could spend their
$25.00 in coupon vouchers.
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